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Xhec studyc ofc metapragmaticc competencec andc conversationalc skillsc hasc beenc neglectedc inc thec
literaturec ofc ópanishc languagec acquisition-c Rorc thisc reasonxc wec havec analysedc &1c transcriptionsc inc
whichcearlycagecchildrencparticipatecincmultipartycspontaneouscinteractionscwithcpeerscandcadults-c
éurcresearchcshowscthatcchildrencmastercthecinherentcdialogiccstructurecofcconversationscandctheyc
displayc differentc conversationalc strategiesc inc orderc toc managec theirc contributionsc withinc thec
conversations-c

Phildrenc learnc languagec withinc ac conversationalc context-c Nlmostc everythingc thec childc learnsc asc
languagecinchiscearlycyearscderivescfromcconversationalccontextcandcthecactivitiesctocwhichctheycrelate-c
ótudieschavecshowedcthatcchildrencmastercthecturnAtakingcsystemcsincecearlycage-cJoweverxcchildrenFsc
conversationalc skillsc willc bec refinedc duringc thec schoolc yearsc wéchsc kc óchieffelinxc (V)Vxc (V"12-c Dnc thec
presentcresearchxcwecarecgoingctocshowctocwhatcextentcchildrencusectheircowncconversationalcstrategiesc
inc orderc toc achievec ac TsuccessfulTc participationc inc interaction-c Xhereforexc wec havec analysedc thec
metapragmaticc competencec thatc childrenc displayc whenc theyc takec partc inc ac conversationxc sincec thesec
abilitiesc contributec cruciallyc toc thec generationc andc negotiationc ofc meaningc whatc isc elementalc inc
multipartycinteractionscw[erschuerenxc&''92-c

•cKallardoxcY-cw(VV82-cAnálisis conversacional y pragmática del receptor-c[alencia0c/pisteme-
•céchsxc/-ckcóchieffelinxcY-cweds-2cw(V)V2-cDevelopmental Pragmatics-c’ewc>ork0cNcademicc;ress-c
•céchsxc/-ckcóchieffelinxcY-cw(V"12-cAcquiring Conversational Competence-c–ondoncHcYostonc0cQoutledgeckcjeganc;aul-
•c[erschuerenxc5-cw&''92-cT’otesconcthecrolecofcmetapragmaticcawarenesscinclanguagecuseT-cDncN-c5aworskixc’-cPouplandckcL-c
Kalasinskicweds-2-cMetalanguage: Social and Ideological Perspectives-cYerlin0c‘outoncdecKruyterxc71A)1-

a1é<owédoéchildrenébehaveéwhenéotheréparticipantséoverlapétheiréturns0

Phildrencverballycdisapprovecthecfactcthatcseveralcparticipantscspeakcatcthecsamectimecinc
acconversationalcinteraction-cXheycreactcagainstcthisceventcexplicitlycdemandingctocbec
listenedcwhencanothercspeakercoverlapsctheircturns-

b1é<owédoéchildrenéreactéwhenétheyémakeéaéfirstépair2partéoféanéadjacencyépairébuté
theyédoénotéreceiveétheéexpectedésecondépair2partéinétheésubsequentéturn0

PhildrencrepeatcthecfirstcpairApartcofcacquestionAanswercadjacencycpaircthroughoutcthecsubsequentc
turns-cXheyccarrycoutcthiscactioncwhenctheycdocnotcimmediatelycreceivecthecexpectedcsecondcpairA
partc ofc thatc adjacencyc pairc –thisc processc isc whatc Kallardoc w(VV82c labelsc ‘relanzamiento’c inc
ópanish–-

c1é Whaté isé theé pragmaticé functioné ofé theé self2repetitionsé ofé childrenUsé utterancesé throughouté theé followingé turnsé withiné aé conversationalé
sequence0

Ci1c Qepetitionsc mightc bec intendedc toc repairc thec conversationalc transgressionc
thatctakescplacecwhencanothercspeakercoverlapscthecspeakerFscturn-

Cii1éQepetitionscmightcoccurcascacconversationalcstrategyctocrequestcthecspeakerFscturncandcelicitcchearerFsc
attentioncwhencothercspeakerscarectalking-

Nata
•&1c transcriptsc ofc multipartyc conversationsc betweenc ópanishc earlyc agec childrenc andc adultsc
includedcincjoinéccorpus-c

áarticipants
•((ctypicallycdevelopingcópanishc–(cchildrencagedc14'A947cyearscoldcapproximately-c
•7cadultscwresearchers2c-

íethod
•*secofcrealcdata-c]ecworkcwithcrecordscofcoralcconversationscincwhichcresearchersctookcancactivec
partcincthecinteractions-c
•Wualitativecanalysiscfromcancobservationalcapproach-cPonversationcNnalysiscmethodology-c

árocedure
•óemiAconductedc childrenAadultsc conversationsc werec recordedc duringc approximatelyc &'A&7c
minutesc everyc (7c daysc duringc onec andc ac halfc yearc inc ac nurseryc schoolc inc Kaliciaxc ópain-c
;articipantsc carriedc outc severalc activitiesc andc gamesc suchc asc storytellingxc cardsxc spontaneousc
conversationsxcetc-

Weéhaveéfoundésomeéevidenceséinéourédataéthatéshowéhowéchildrenédisplayétheirémetapragmaticécompetenceé
inéinteractionsxéWeéhaveéansweredétheéfollowingéresearchéquestionséinéorderétoédemonstrateéthiséfactV
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